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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BUREAU OF MINES APPROVAL OF GAS MASKS! 


The approval of the U. S. Bureau of Mines when granted to a manufacturer for a gas mask 
is a certification that the particular device has been submitted to the Bureau of Mines for 
inspection and test and has been found to meet that bureau's published minimum requirements 
for safety, durability, and satisfactory performance. 

Gas masks are approved by the Bureau of Mines only as a complete unit or assembly of 
parts, as canister, facepiece and harness. This is in order that responsibility for rigid 
adherence to the bureau's requirements may be definitely located and not divided. Any de- 
vice marketed under this approval must be a unit composed of parts identical in detail of 
design, assembly, workmanship, and quality, and produced under the same control and inspec-— 
tion as the original device to which approval has been granted. The particular parts which 
Comprise the approved assembly are designated in a letter to the manufacturer at the time the 
approval is granted. In recent years they are also specified in the approval plate author- 
ized for use in connection with the sale of the device. Each part permitted in the assembly 
is legibly marked by name or number for the guidance of users of masks in ordering and 
identifying approved parts when making repairs, and thereby maintaining their equipment as 
an approved device. 

In view of the foregoing, any change in the design of parts or deviation from the per- 
nitted assembly of parts would violate the conditions under which approval was granted and 
the device would not be considered as meeting the approval requirements of the Bureau of 
Mines. The U. S. Bureau of Mines has been frequently requested to interpret the approval 
Status of a gas mask assembled from parts which have separately met its requirements as 
components of two or more approved devices but which in the form of a complete unit has not 
been submitted for tests or been granted approval. Responsibility for the elements and for 
their proper assembly is in such case divided. Such assembled units have no status as per- 
tissible equipment under the Bureau of Mines system of schedules. The reasons underlying 
this policy are that the approval is granted only to some one who assumes responsibility for 
the whole and that the details of assembly and coordination of parts are considered to be 
important to the satisfactory performance and safety of the device. 

The requirements and tests are described in the following publications: 


schedule 14B, Procedure for Testing Gas Masks for Permissibility. 
Schedule 19, Procedure for Testing Hose Masks for Permissibility. 


For the convenience of purchasers and users of gas masks the Bureau of Mines issues 
Currently a list of the devices which have met its requirements and to which approval has 
been granted. These publications may be obtained frem the U. S. Bureau of Mines, Washington, 
D. oc, 
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1 The Bureau of Mines will welcome reprinting of this paper, provided the following footnote acknowledgment is used: 
"Reprinted from U. S. Bureau of Mines Information Circular 6665." 
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